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Head
of
School

It is my pleasure to write the foreword to the 2018 Ramallah Friends School
(RFS) Yearbook - a record.in words and pictures of life at RFS. This book is a
snapshot of life at RFS and in a small way demonstrates what RFS stands for
which Is articulated in our mission statement and values. We believe our values
are paramount in guidingus in our day to day life. Ours is a diverse community
and we appreciate and celebrate the fact that we are all different and celebrate
each day our differences, our similarities, and our cultures.

Ramallah Friends School is unlike any other. | cannot think of a more appropriate
place to have a school based on Quaker values - Peace, Equality, Integrity,
Community, Simplicity, and Stewardship. It is these values that permeate the
school. We believe that all people are equal before God regardless of gender,
creed, culture, colour or social status and each person here is that of God to
be nurtured. RFS is a remarkable school because of its history and because
of its present. It started 149 years ago because a Quaker missionary weman
could see the importance of education for girls in a place where there was none.
Now more than ever the school has a role supporting peace where there are
challenges to peace, equality where there is inequality, integrity in the face of
occupation, simplicity in a8 complicated world and stewardship for the future
because our students are part of the hope for Palestine.

In many ways we are 2 normal school — we have bells and books, lunch lines
and exams, and morning assemblies and classes. But this is,not the full story
because this school is s6 much more because of the opportunities that we
offer our students and some of these opportunities you will see reflected in the
pages that follow.

Schoelmagazines are important. They record a cross section of the activities,
events, groups and individuals which make up the culture and character of a
school. The art work, the contributions and the photographs in this yearbook
represent a slice of life at RFS. It isa life which our students have a right te look
back on with a sense of pride and a sense of belonging. For some, this yearbook
will be the first in their collection, for others it will be the last. Either way, itisa
record for them to enjoy and to reflect on.

Our students enjoy numerous advantages at RFS, but perhaps more important
than any is the support they receive from staff, parents and friends of the
school. Too often, we, and they, take it for granted. Thank you to all who have
contributed to our students’ achievements and successes in 2017-18.

Regards,

Adrian Moody
Head of School

Jumana Thalji

Adminlstrative Assistant to the Head af
Schaol & Financial Ald Coordinator
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The Board of Trustees

Written by Samer Shehadeh - Clerk of the Board of Trustees

The story of Ramallah Friends School begins in 1869 and is an unforgettable story of a relationship between four extraordinary
people which lead to the development of what is considered to be the most significant Quaker School in the world. Eli and
Sybil Jones traveled to Ramallah as evangelist Quakers to share their Quaker Christian beliefs and values with the Palestinian
people. Their strong Quaker values meant that when approached by Miriam Karam to build a school for girls here in Ramallah
they seized upon the idea and Miriam herself volunteered as a teacher from the beginning with Yacoub Hishmeh supervising
the school from 1869 to 1886.

Together these four people initiate a school which over a century changed the lives of thousands of Palestinians through
education. They planted a mustard seed - small, strong and steadfast enabling the inner light of all children to shine.

The successful development of the girls’ school lead to the obvious question - what about the boys? The boys training home
was started in 1901 with Khalil Totah being one of the first students to attend. The school closed from 1914 to 1919 during
the 1st World War and American teachers were sent home for the duration. In 1919 the schools were reopened and renamed
as the Friends Girl School and the Friends Boys School.

The schools remained open and steadfast during the 1948 Nakba offering housing, medical supplies, food and education to
refugees. With a strong spirit the school community endured 1967 and all that was thrown at the Palestinian community.
Buildings were damaged and rebuilt. During the first Intifada from 1987-1993 all schools were ordered to close and teachers
and students met in homes for study to ensure the inner light of children is able to continue to shine.

Co-education in 1990 was the next major cultural change as the Girls School and the Boys School became Ramallah Friends
School. Bringing both campuses together enabled brothers and sisters to attend as one school and enabled children to see
each other as one community - all valued, all equal.

The Special education program was introduced in 1995 and strengthened the Quaker values already in place - simplicity,
integrity, peace, stewardship and equality.

The IB Diploma Program was introduced in 1998 and enabled students to gain a world class curriculum at the cutting edge of
new advancements in education for 11th and 12th grade students. The school then looked to its other programs and in 2011~
2012 was authorized to teach the IB Middle Years Program and this year we hope to become authorized for the IB Primary
Years Program and become one of a select group of schools world-wide to offer the three programs of the International
Baccalaureate Organization.

Next year we celebrate 150 years of education in Palestine. From small beginnings we have come such a long way. The vision
of Eli and Sybil was very much like the mustard seed. Itis smaller than all seeds. But when it is grown, it is greater than all the
trees (Mark 4:26-29). An idea which begins from humble beginnings can grow into something that is not only unexpected
but great. And so we celebrate Ramallah Friends School and look forward to its continued presence in Palestinian community.
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Upper
School
Principal

Dear Friends

It takes me a whileto put together my words for the yearbook message. | usually
write a few opening sentences, delete them, start over, and hope that this time
my thoughts will flow. | get lostinthe effort of sounding profound and wise, but
in the end, | realize that simplicity delivers far more wisdom than big words and
carefully crafted sentences,

In Palestine, we have no choice but to keep moving forward despite all the
obstacles. And the RFS Upper Scheol community is no different, despite all
odds we keep at it, aiming higher, and aspiring to get better at what we do.

Another challenging year ends, but as we close the chapter, we reflect on the
lessons learned, celebrate the achievements, plan ahead, and say goodbye to
members of our community who are leaving us.

Many times, during the academic year, our students pushed forward. Class
of 2018 secured acceptances in some of the best educational institutions
worldwide. To date, our students collectively received over two million dollars
in scholarships to prestigious universities, some obtaining full rides for the
duration of their bachelor’s degree.

Our teachers pushed forward as they pursued new approaches to teaching and
learning; some pursued personal professional development enrolling in masters
of arts of teaching programs: It is this kind of pushing forward that will catapult
us into another one hundred and fifty years of service.

It goes without saying that as a community we continue to face challenges, but
the collaborative spirit displayed by members of the PTA helped us overcome
these challenges.

As the year folds, we say goodbye to an integral member of our community;
someone who is a living example of the RFS spirit and values, Ustaz Jeries. Itis
going to be difficult to walk the school hallways without hearing his voice talking
to students. It will take time to get used to passing by his office only for him not
to be there. While to many of you, Ustaz Jeries is the school's deputy principal,
the disciplinarian and the kind forgiving heart all in one, to me this is a mentor
and a father figure who influenced my career choices since the age of 13 years
old. At RFS we aspire to create life-long learners, and that is only possible when
we have people like Ustaz Jeries, a life-long teacher. Ustazy, you will always be
part of us, and be ready to get phone calls asking you for advice!

There aren't enough words to thank you for the support you give me as a
community. | am truly humbled by your support and trust. Thank you for
pushing me on days when this job seemed impossible to do. Thank you for
pushing to move forward!!

In Friendship

Riyam Kafri AbuLaban ‘96
Upper School Principal
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RAMALLAH
FRIENDS SCHOOL

Communications Office

Lama Mur
u Ni'meh

Communications Deparxtment

Our work at the Communications Department is spread across both Lower and Upper campuses and leads us into every classroom,
hall, event and activity in pursuing our goal to feature and emphasize all of our staff and students’ daily accomplishments. RFS is one
school on two campuses, with almost 1400 students attending this year, which makes it impossible for our camera to capture all those
beautifui moments together and that is why we rely on many of our colleagues (teachers and administrators) on both campuses, who
have been greatly helpful in assisting our department from behind the scenes.

Walking in to classrooms is always a pleasing site at RFS. Inside every room we find another group of excited young learners eager
to know mare. Inside every hall we find students, teachers and administrators gathered in a wonderful moment of silence- a Quaker
tradition RFS has kept since its establishment 150 years ago. The various RFS events that are organized by staff every year always
have something new and result in lots of smiles on students’ faces. Every activity at RFS is unique in its own way; Back to School Party,
Bonfire, Open Day, Christmas Events, Mother's Day, Senior Prom, PYP End of Unit Celebrations, White Gift Bake Sales, MYP Personal
Project Exhibit, and many more with each activity becoming a Ramallah Friends School tradition as it grows year after year.

My colleague RFS' Alumni Relations and Communications Officer Lama Murra is seen every day searching both campuses
enthusiastically for these candid moments to share with our community all around the world. As a Communications Department itis
our pleasure to share once and again the success stories that our students and staff create together every day.

But our work does not stop there, we work on strengthening Alumni Relations and organizing Alumni events, motivate local and
international media outlets to feature RFS and its many successes, modernize the school's official branding, and much more that is not
always obvious to those outside our offices. This year we took on some new projects that include gathering RFS Archive, and moving
ahead with RFS Memorabilia Project which offers specifically designed RFS souvenirs for our community including alumni, students

and Friends in Palestine and soon in USA.
/B_'ch.fr ( PR Phg e 2
Communicafions and Development Manager




'// Our work and responsibilities at the RFS

Information Technology (IT) Department are spread
out over two campuses and cover more than 45 classrooms,
serving almost 200 staff members and 1400 students. We began the
current academic year by setting a yearly plan with specific goals, and we are
glad to be ending this year with many accomplishments.

As part of RFS mission towards achieving Excellence in Education, where Quaker education
calls for high academic standards and a willingness to experiment with new methodology and
curricula, and in line with our commitment to bring innovative educational methods to Palestine; we
have taken many IT-related initiatives this year.

We officially initiated a relationship with Microsoft and will be introducing students, teachers, and staff to
free accessand the use of Microsoft's educational applications. This will enhance our overall administrative
and educational work for all those involved. We have also joined the International Cisco Networking
Academy, joining more than 9000 institutions in 170+ countries around the world that are certified to offer
the network academy’s curriculum.

RFS afterschool programs now offer two separate programs in cooperation with Mind Craft Innovation

Studio Palestine, which are aimed at inspiring children to build on their natural curiosity through hands-on

learning in Engineering for Kids, bringing science, technology, engineering and math to kids in a fun and

challenging way. Robotics also brings to young students easy-to-use coding software and engaging
STEM challenges.

Inside classrooms, Middle School students are learning hands-on multimedia production
through smartphone technology; while in the Lower School, students learn coding
alongside other necessary computer skills. In addition, major changes are
continuously implemented on the RFS Edunation platform, which has proven
very useful for students, parents and teachers alike.

We look forward to more accomplishments next year.
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Twelve Years,
Same Spirit

| vividly remember week one of first grade,
the introductions, the games, classes, laughs
with new friends, tears as our parents left
and so much more. Although it has been 12
years since that week, somehow it is all the
same again, but the classes are much more
challenging, the laughs are with older
friends; and, well, the tears still exist,

but mostly from laughing too hard

or from realizing that our Friends

School journey is coming to an end.

So much has happened since

those initial days; as a group, we

had the chance to add friends to

our family while we unfortunately

had to bid our sincere goodbyes to

others as well. Despite all that, we
maintained the same spirit, we stayed
together through the ups and downs

and made it to this exciting day. As we all
embark on our separate paths, | am definite
that the bond we created over so many years
will remain and grow even stronger across
continents and oceans. We have learned so
much together, and from each other, and now
itis time to broaden our horizons and engage
the world with our deeds. | wish you all the
best of health and luck.

With love,
Nadine Bahour
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Khaled Ismaeel
Waleed Kamal
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Ibrahim Zaghal Laura Daremar

Yazan Abu Hijleh Yousef Sharif

Pit




Ahmad Ismail Ahmad Ziadeh

Rakan Sakakini

Saleem Asbah




Moneer Sayegh Motaz Mimi

Fadi Abu Hommos Greciella Masaad Joud Tougan Lutfi Zubi



Sharbel Shqgair

Shihab Shihab

Taleen Elayan

Diana Hummaid

Waleed Abu Hijleh

Layan Shinanah

Warrd Neur
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Adnan Katkhuda
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Adam Ameen

Bassem Khalili David Izz

Maria Dabbah

Nada Anabtawi

Zein Abu-Hijleh
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Fadi Kuttab Faisal Abu-Ghazaleh Hadeel Ashhab Hania Mahmoud Karam Al-Deek Mahmoud Salah l

Omar Qatamesh Phillippe Diab . Qais Barghouthi Sara Abu Yousef Tareq Alkhateeb Yasmin Awwad
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Ahmad Bawatni 5 i Bashar Razmeh

Melissa Tannous Michel Masaad MNuha Zraiq
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Zaina Sabbagh

Faris Faramand
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Hussam Abu-Khater Ihsan Alaeddin

Rula Hammoudeh Salma Masri Sara Al-Barghouthi Sara Ziadah




Abdelfatah Nofal Adam Karakra

Mariam Jarrar Mohamed Shehab
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Fadi Ghneim Iéraa Shehab Kareem Aker Khairy Alawi
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Sari Atig Subhi Awwad



Christopher Khayat Deerma Jaraie Dia Kamal

Justine Khalaf Rahaf Abu Homos

Zelna Khader
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Fadi Shihadeh Faris Treish
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Jamal Shkukani Jenin Hantouli Leen Zughayer Meysan Abu Awad Mohammad Al-Khalil
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Maya Tannous Micheal Awad Minna Abu Ayyash Mira Treish

Reem Omari Saif El-dein Husseini Salma Saffarini . Thaer Nasr Wesam Mashal
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Marwan Humaid Mayar Abu-Ghosh Mohamrad Hamada Mohammad Hanoun Murad Mijalli Nadeem Shakhshir

Taleb Aljallad Taleen Far Tiana Zaibak Yasmeen Durzi Yazid Nasser Zaina Hamad

i

|

B e

.7
-;L.




\ l 114
h'('r“




daqall glgl i Lol
Jl B bty Cly Al Wl wizm (gym Lo US | S
dazgll diiy sl iyl Jod) ymy N Mo il By Y J 3]
Al plol Holii eligd eVl wudsmilly Judll oo LSl
I3le (s el Wb G Jsilis cdimd g padd] A H=ds
Jo ddladl e g md oladdl e sliel wsd U Juas
b eld] s il § Jall dnod Galayg bl gt Glw
Jlab] eWla Jl ¥ Wl sgniw ogmiw Jolly dawdd
LY sy Brotbl Cigedl slow] 0w Ogembs 055y L
WY gt Sy Lbwl polls 1 i Il Y
Ualao B dide dJ12 (dauadd b Y5 (Hguinhaunld =
JUd WY o8 Bagwll s B Bagll GUI o0 llaiiy :"
b eld] Bagsll glsl oF Ll Léls lusly Mg Liwsil "";
DIV T 6B 35 oV Ulgad 1k L (pbanls T
w3V Bole]g wanbl Bole] gabiun (ukudd U5 Ol uS3ly
wlisy by golgddl J] (omd b g2 dmd Solefg
dzlg elilel dogs a8 m.:aL;_)J' 098500 lse iy b g elie
9o plin) 81 Ol elely plows Ll pgll (JMaodly sl
i bagell Uzl (e Jamild (lgVl G U8 (oS 1is JSg e o]
daleY Jasll Tuwild dgy Lsd diuis puialy o )led hid A5 Y
iy yolg B3gwll 9o LM (o dosSadl Balidlly 8)y¥1 o elaily

‘.-.—"'"‘L‘.’ Sgz




Ahmad Abu Zaid

Aline Sabella Amin Hussary

Mousa Khader Natalia Imseeh Omar Qudsi Raneen Kirresk

Zainah Issa

Zaina Jamous
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Zeineldeen Badriyeh
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Jessinia Salama

Ahmad Atyani
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Bashar Ibrahim
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Thaer Ajaj
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Jamil Khalaf

Faris Wahbeh
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Fouad Mushasha Jad Abed Al-Aziz
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Abdulrahman Ghosheh

Maya |ssa

Zaina Khoury

Adam Masry
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Nadia Masri
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Duma Hamada
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Zeina Kaibni
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Lamar Alnatsheh Mohammad Alashqar Muna Tina Nadin Durzi Natali Yaser Noor Kamal

Zain Mikkawi
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Razan Barham Salem Hanania Salem Tannous Tala Arafat Thair Baransi

Leen Rabi
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Hanna Qahoush Joud Jamous Jude Dahadha Kinda Al-Far Lana Abdullah

Muhannad Al-5aify Nadine Rukab




This year, | was lucky enough to be
chosen as the photographer for all
the school events. This allowed
me to make friends and feel
accepted by students from all

grades. My photographs gained
appreciation and admiration from
everyone at school, and some of

the photos will even be used in the
yearbook this year. | adored being

a productive and creative student
through documenting lovely moments
and memories in my beloved school.

Adam Husseini




When you go through something important in your
life, it teaches you something and has an effect on
your personality, it actually becomes a part of
your own life. The most important memory B
that | have had in the 7th grade is when | 1\ q& .
my female classmates and | played \

4 basketball games against other =
classes, and we won all of them.

We did not win because we scored

a lot of baskets, we won because

we worked together as a team. We

were all proud, happy and excited,

not because we won, but because

we were able to play together. After

we won the basketball tournament,

we were awarded in front of the entire

chapel. All of my classmates got gold

medals, and | got the trophy. Overall, we

always face a lot of situations in our lives, but

the meaningful ones stay not just in our minds, but
also in our hearts, and this memory is one that will
stay in my heart forever.

k

Joud Jamous
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Mohammad Qarout Nada Shamieh MNader Turujman

Tala Almimi (2 RGBT PN b | Talal Odeh
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Loor Jaber Lour Husseini Majd Dogmag Maya Barghouthy Mekal Abu Hilal Melya Khoury

MNadi Khoury Natalie Ziadeh Noor Tabakhna
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Dima Ghanayem Fares Massa'ad Hanna sababa Ibrahirm Ali Janan Rjoub Layal Al Ahmad

Rimon Massad Sophie Taweel Sulaf Qwariq Waleed Mattor Yara Farraj

Zaina Qishawi




Michel Zaibak Nada Al-Khawaja MNour Masri Ramez Faramand Rewa Bosheh Riona Zaibak
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Zaina Tabakhna
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Selena Haj Mohammed  Talal Makkieh




Adam Masad Adam Qadi Anastasia Razmeh Andrew Diab

Tayma Shoaibi
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Celien Abdulhalim Diana Kassis

Malika Mousa Mariam Almbaid Mariana Awartani Omar Hamoudeh
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Seniors,

Oh boy, what a year!

Every one of you deserves a congratulations! At the end of the day, no matter where in the world you are moving on to - from
down the street to the US - you have made into the annals of IB fame and RFS! Graduating from the Friends is no small feat.
From HL classes, to EE and TOK essays, to simply putting up with each other (that might have been the most difficult part),
you have all made it to the top of this mountain, and can now go forth to talk about RFS in every adult conversation you have
between the ages of 18-60 (after that, no one really cares).

Your class holds the next generation of Palestinian movers and shakers in this world! Whether I'm looking for the best surgeon
for weak knees, a world-renowned human rights lawyer, wall street business partners, or the best way to hack the interwebs,
1 know I'll be able to find it in this group. | can't tell you how proud | am of you all, and | have no doubts you will literally and
figuratively change the world (and probably get into a little trouble while doing it)!

Yet, as you already know, there was no reaching this summit without help. Whether you're working in the family business,
learning German for European study, researching the Palestinian economy from the UK, or playing soccer for an Ivy League
university next Fall, there isn't one person who has gotten to this moment by themselves. The work ethic and talent from
students in your class was tremendous. And equally astounding is the support you've had from the community around you.
Graduating from RFS means you are already ahead in the race, and make no mistake, this was by design - your community helped
create the pathway to this moment. As success demands we look forward, justice and equity demand we also acknowledge our
past. Your past is full of the wonderful, thriving, and rich Palestinian community that cultivated you.

Without your community, you would not be here, and without you, it will not move forward. Your role in this world will be
impactful, but only you can determine the meaning of that impact. If you refuse to acknowledge how connected you are - even
to those who you may feel you have nothing in common with (except for 99.9% of your DNA...) - it's likely that your impact will
be exclusive to a small group. But if you begin exploring how each of you are inextricably linked - by class, gender, race, society,
emotion, culture, etc. - to everyone around you, you might find that making a huge, positive impact is more obvious that you
originally expected. Standing in solidarity with marginalized communities is rarely difficult, but often complicated and hidden,
especially if our similarities and connections are not clear. So don't forget where you came from, and we definitely won't forget
you!

| also vehemently urge each of you take this next step as a chance to reflect on not just the large lessons you've learned, but
the small, day-to-day ways that you have matured. The first leg of your journey is over, but there are many more to come, and
now you're more prepared for them! Just like studying for the SAT for 10 hours the day before the test is not as effective as
studying for 20 minutes for 30 days, becoming who you are is about all the tiny, seemingly-unimportant moments in your life
that add up. Getting into the institutions that we have this year is pretty impressive for sure! But the reason you got here isn't
because you wrote one statement, did well on one test, or had someone make one phone call on your behalf. It was because
of the relationships you cultivated, the trust that you built, the community you held, and the hard work you pushed through.
Every moment was a step forward, even if you didn't notice at the time, and your future path will be treaded in the same way.

| am happy and proud to have shared this part of your journey, as is every staff member on campus, and between that 2am cup
of coffee, the insufferable research projects, endless emails, dinners with international friends, and Netflix, | hope you will stay
in touch with each other, us, and Palestine.

Alf Mabrook Class of 2018,

2. (L

College Counselor
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Our students now
Find their voice
rough

Education can sometimes militate against creativity. The
challenge for teachers and parents is therefore to keep
that creativity alive. Providing opportunities to experience
new ways of thinking outside the box of our own prejudice
has always been a priority at RFS especially inside the
Drama classroom. Whether children have the opportunity
to perform in theatre productions or help out behind the
scenes, studying Drama and Performing Arts not only
engages with the creative side of the brain, it also provides
an ideal balance in students’ patterns of studying. For so
many reasons, Drama has recently beacome one of the
major subjects taught at the boys and the girls school.

Alongside so many benefits of drama, in the drama class
a student can become another, explore a new role, try
out and experiment with various personal choices and
solutions to very real problems - problems from their
own life, or problems faced by characters in literature or
historical figures. This can happen in a safe atmosphere,
where actions and consequences can be examined,
discussed, and in a very real sense.

Still, there is far more that Drama can do. At the centre of
all Drama is communication. Like all the arts, Drama allows
students to communicate with and understand others in
New ways.

Rather than sitting still and listening, our students are
encouraged to move, speak and respond to one anotl

Students who are challenged by reading and writing often
respond more positively to the imaginative learning
offered by drama. This in turn helps them develop such
skills as creativity, enquiry, empathy, self-confidence,
some of which can be MYP

cooperation, and leadership;

ATL skills which enable the students to become stronger
more self-regulated learners. Most importantly, drama
activit

are fun = making learning both enjoyable and

memorable. It gives children opportunitie

and to

discuss and deal with difficult issues

emotions in a supportive environment. It alsc
them to explore their own cultural values and those of

others, past and present.

No art form is more truly collaborative. Drama Is an
to live and work in
a world that requires more confident, re
best of all, open minded peaple who can t

important tool for preparing students

\‘ls_an-_"ll,uir“-, and
lerant of the

ongoing change we witness everyday in all aspects of lifi
As a drama teacher | can say that all those moments |
could spot a positive change in my students' academir
and behavioral skills at school marked my e te
emain a teacher at RFS who is in

way for more young feet and cherish the yments in
walks me\__} them grow into young men and women who are
eady to serve thair country in any way possibl
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An experience
beyond

ords

Attending Neapolis International Kid's Theatre Festival is the
richest experlence | have aver had. It was held in Nabel, Tunisiaon
he 17" of December, 201 | was nominated by the Ministry of

N 17 § . $imipnm Ir . o » i -
Culture in April, 2017 to participate ir & festivalas a theatre
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By Samah Hussein, Upper School Drama and
English Teacher

Understanding how to spell words
goes beyond a dictation exercise;
spelling a word and understanding
' the meaning help us realize the
beauty in language. Each word
said or written is a decision
on how you want to express
yourself. Reading and writing
/ allow us to engage with the
; wonderful world of literature. A
' big part of reading is understanding
how words work together, and how
they can be manipulated to serve the
writer's purpose. Understanding words
begins with spelling them. Spelling is the
glue between phonetics and semantics; itis the
connection betweaen letters and their sounds.
It helps deepen the understanding of words
and their meaning which improves reading
comprehension and writing. Best of all,
students get to enjoy learning how to spell
in a fun and healthy environment. At RFS—
Upper School, seventh graders learn to spell
by participating in the annual Spelling Bee.

The Spelling Bee at RFS—Upper School is a fun and
engaging event that excites the students, faculty
and parents. The event is held in December, but
preparations start right at the beginning of the school
year. In preparation for the final competition, students
“““ ; are encouraged to observe spelling bees in progress.
They utilize dictionaries, study guides, and many other
references to practice new words and expand their
vocabulary. They then compete weekly in their sections
and those who win the preliminary rounds are then
qualified to represent their class in the final spelling bee
competition.

RFS—Upper School conducted its sixth annual Spelling
Bee on Monday, December 4th. On that day, the Khalil
Totah Auditorium was buzzing with excitement as the
entire seventh grade class watched their classmates
perform. Twelve students competed against each
other as three students represented their respective
sections. Finally, after ten rounds of words, the winner
of the contest was section 7A as they proved to be the
best spellers of the day

Students put in an impressive effort; all spellers worked
hard and prepared for the spelling bee. Perhaps the
most important lesson learned here is that it is not
about winning or losing but about participating and
sharing this experience with others As a teacher,
the rewards for such an event come later on in the
classroom. The spelling bee motivates students to edit
their own writing and spelling. To see students growing
and learning from thelr own mistakes shows discipline
and independence which is what all teachers aspire to

sae in their students

We would like to thank all the faculty, parents and

students who continue to support the Spelling bee.

g forward to the seventh annual ".F'--'“Iru__;
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MUN conferences are the

best ways one can gain

benefits from in regards

to personal and career
development. There are so
many benefits one can gain by
attending MUN conferences,
such as knowledge, searching
skills, and diplomatic manners
in negotiations. The most obvious
motivation for most people is to learn

and extend their knowledge by attending

conferences and events that bring up important social issues.
Additionally, these conferences can help young people to open
up their minds and have a global vision about differences when it
comes to opinions, cultures and ideas.

Networking is also one of the most popular reasons that
motivates people to attend conferences, which can allow them
to meetand exchange with people of differentbackgrounds. This
has an incredible amount of learning, sharing and collaborating

to build a new and a better
world. The knowledge that
students gain in the classroom MODEL

Is not enough, since it can't
solely help fabricate a unique
Individual that would be of a
great assist in society. There
should be another tool that
helps students apply what they
have learned in the classroom
to real world scenarios.

This is where MUN steps in, providing an outlet and a chance.
In its development, MUN is a broad platform that helps all the
students to improve their skills in diplomacy when it comes
to facing real issues that are present in our International
society. In addition, students are able to develop good
research skills. Unconsciously, it is giving students a new
understanding and a perspective of certain issues based
on the country's stance. Lastly, the most valuable gem that
students can find in every MUN conference is the new friends
that they make, thus, enlarging their network. It's also a good
place for sharing ideas, and cooperation.

Best,

A A aficd =7

MUN Director
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